ATTACK  ON  ENGLAND'S WEAK  POINTS              23!
To make the Nationalist Movement really effective,
military support from the outside is required. Japan should
therefore join with Russia to provide it.
(3) England Russia** Enemy
Japan could not send troops to India by sea while at war
with England unless she had complete command of the
Indian Ocean. If, therefore, she proposes effectively to help
the Nationalist Movement she will have to send them by
land. That makes it necessary for her to act in concert with
Russia.
India is bounded on the north and north-west by the
range of the Himalayas, and the southern part of her western
frontier is a desert. Neither district lends itself to military
operations. There remains but 500 miles of the
north-west Afghanistan frontier for an invasion by land.
The country in that part is mountainous, being intersected
by spurs from the high tableland of Central Asia, but
leading through it are four principal roads along which an
invader could pass. This being so, Russia has always had her
eye on Afghanistan and has for long been competing with
England in attempts to win that country over. She has
already established a protectorate over Bokhara, which lies
to the north of it, with a view to eventual penetration into
India. In the event of an Anglo-Japanese war, Afghanistan,
in doubt as to what course to take,* and with England
occupied elsewhere, would undoubtedly succumb to Russian
influence.
Russian schemes to create disturbances in India.
Russia, who this long while has preached that small and
weak nations should be freed, has done everything she can
to instigate a revolt in India as the best way of overthrowing
British capitalism. The following extracts are from a procla-
mation addressed by the Bolshevik Government to all Asiatic
labourers and Mohammedans and dated December 7, 1917.
We declare that henceforth all your racial and cultural
institutions are free and inviolable. . . .
* Like a rat peeping out of its hole.